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Deer Jim, 

1 + A? 0 no !. p ? 3S 8S 8n expert on either explosions or ballistic but 

tend to believe ..Hot when t.nero ia on explosion inside o container force is 
exerteu in ell directions, not merely the path of least resistance (where more 
of it may be exerted or visible), and whether or rot that explosion i» caused 
by something that has considerable force end tends to keep going in the seme 
direction. I'm tired and do not recoil the context ir. which I raised the 
question, ond there is much we do not know. There is oiso much we do kn«w that 
he^ueve not yet accounted for. Among the things wo hove no way of knowing is 
how many fragments of bone become independent projectiles, where thev rert 
*'*’ *•* Uto or „» loot lit, if o, M „r M nta, ’o r 
bo oiooiugniisiioa iron metallic fragments. l'a bo Incline! to tnlnk tnot if .. 

fro eP tin tUQ tn9t 811 fiTO fra 8 msr ‘ ts recovered from tne cer came 

fro.ii thi s single exploded bullet, and if none of them had either the energy 

to escape the oar or make a Hole through the windshilnd, none would neve the 
■ 2 t* 9 » 8 * energy to be the things we see straight-lining in Zapruder. And if most- 
of tue force takes eitner the path of laast resistance or continues i>i the 
direction In which it was originally exerted, it is closa to impossible to 
explain tne fact tnat most of the evidence of toe explosion was to tne left, 
whereas there is said to nave boon no point on thst side from which it could 
have escaped. The entire hole is said to hove been on the right aide. There is 
sai h to nave been none on the left. Little of the debris went to the right " 
and most ol it did go to the left and considerably to the loft, If Hal hadn't 
loaned you my very hasty writing ir, TOST MORTEM and TOST MORTEM III (I haven't 
yet written II and I'll be reorgoniving and renumbering), maybe vou’d like to 
read them. The first pert was completed before Thompson and Sylvia appeared 
and * retyped in 8/67, then delayed by a few Archives games with some 

things they were withholding. The other part was written in a couple of days so 
1 °°i lla 1I be prs P aracl for tu ® hearing for which 1 originally did that work, tue 
one in Washington's General Sessions court, -here Garrison was the pleintiff- 
ana we won that one. 

.v< ♦ t" 1 f? t0 ^l r of elrl » lon e er e e° tllan you indicate the relation 
fXa f 1 ° ° W U began * 1 to11 you tais in confidence so you will under- 
etand because i have no doubt of hal's feelings, and they ere sincere. This girl 

be rnv f R fh le T+ K 8 V Ld (liters11 ^ to "> friena Of nel's, a man old enough to 
my father. It broke their long friendship. 1 assume she Is as fine e person 

88 i° U S8y ' for . Hsl 38id tb0 anme thin 6‘ however, she may also be a person who 
J m8ge ° r fBther sub otitute. If that is the case, tnere may be 
tb8 n k n ° f probl8ms * nope there ere not. ...I hope if he gets serious about 

° * ? pe far this P ur Pose you can discourage him, for needling haystacks 
at that cost is quite a luxury. Now*. never suggested to Del that she was son® 

Kind of agent, for he told me her employment, by department, as I recell, but he 
was kind of defensive about it. It is not Just thet I never suggested it, I have 
no reason to. Vvhat I do find a bit odd, however, is her friendship with a man in 
his 70s who is also one with quite a radical past. I have no knowledge at all 
not even a reasonable basis for suspicion. 1 Just don't want Hal to get hurt or 
to hurt himself. I had hoped, of course, that he would find a girl who meant 
something to him and that he would also have meaning for her. 

Pajil felled to send a copy of hia paper to my friend Bernebie, who is 
an authentic expert. I did ask him to do this. I have also asked Bernebei to 
write Oaul end get a copy. A,s of 9/28 he had no answer. Now it is pretty obvious 


that I could hove made and sent Dick 8 copy# I didn’t want it that way, I 
preferred that Psul accept this challenge as a challenge# I had asked him to 
send it to another, and he did# I 8lso osked him for several copies I could 
submit to independent experts, he didn't do this, made no reference to it# 

If you are beginning to get th-p idea that I think Paul is not anxious to face 
things, that is what I am suggesting# I think it import ant for him that he do# 

Karan if he is correct, that paper i 3 a torrihle can of trash. It will teint | 

hie reputation and his salf-respoct unless he does face 8nd understand wnut ho 
has done ana maybe v/h y # 

. $ 

Lit tin else now. Jf you got the N.O, papers I don't have to tell if 

you that authority has decided to organize for the black militants, ore rapidly 
radicalizing even conservative blacks, and those wall-to-wall slums may go up 
at any tine# 1 recall few large cities with as much over-old frame construction, 

6s close together, not one as well advanced into decay# I em concerned at. whet 

1 consider possible taere# And I'm appalled at the bail of £100,000 per person, 

the c ting of a lawyer for refusing to breach the private client relationship 

and other things goin/J on there# I have no close .knowledge, for all I know there 

but sn undependable one have fallen silent, like it was ordained. . .Until it is 

in page, the work on 3TRAMSUP is about dons# I do hope to get back to tho | 

litigation soon. In fact, the government has until Saturday only to respond to 

my spGctro suit. I p they haven’t, we’ll again move for a summary judgement | 

on "on day# That should get response, anyway# 

\vf 

Thhmiks for taking the time, ^eet regards, | 



